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Para nuestras familias, amigos, 
profesores, y a toda persona quien nos

audo cumplir neustros suenos.

For our family, friends, professors, and 
anyone who helped us make our dreams 

come true.



Doctorate

Doctorados



Alicia Bencomo Garcia
School of Education

Ph.D in Education
Hometown: San Joaquin, CA

Mama y Papa, terminamos! Este doctorado es tanto suyo como mio
porque lo logre gracias a sus sacrificios, cariño y apoyo que me an
brindado desde niña. Espero que con este logro tan grande, se sientan
orgullos de mi y de si mismos por ser los mejores padres. Espero un dia
poder darles todo lo que se merecen. Los amo! A huge thank you to my
husband who has been my rock and #1 fan throughout it all. Thank you
for always motivating and believing in me especially in moments when
I did not. I love you always! To my wonderful advisor (Dra. Marcela
Cuellar) and mentors (Dra. Patricia Quijada, Dr. Michal Kurlaender,
Dr. Marcos Pizarro, Dra. Magdalena Barrera, Dra. Rosa Manzo, and
Dra. Julie Figueroa) who have guided me through this process, I am
indebted to you. Thank you for sharing your insights and always
pushing me to be the best me as I navigated through my journey. Your
support has empowered my academic, professional and personal
development. My siblings (Mitzi, Mauricio and Mayra) and closest
friends (Patty, Rodrigo, Jennifer, Steff, Evelyn, Maira, and Karina),
thank you for always checking in on me, for the phone calls, the laughs,
work sessions, coffee gift cards and meals, I am forever grateful. To my
in-laws 



Ambar Hernandez Negrete
School of Education

Ph.D in Education
Hometown: Santa Rosa, CA

 Familia y comunidad, este logro es nuestro. En cada momento que me
quería dar por vencida, fue su cariño y apoyo que me dio la fortaleza
para perseverar. Primero dios este logro me permita ayodar y apoyar a
otros jovenes florecer y volar como ustedes lo hicieron conmigo. 

Marlene Mercado
Graduate Studies

Ph.D in Cultural Studies
Hometown: El Paso, TX

My dedication is to my father, Miguel Angel Mercado, who taught me
how to be a warrior from day one. He instilled in me a fighter spirit that
I will carry forward until the end. I miss you dad. Wish you could be
here today. 



Master's Degrees

Mastrias



Jocelin Reyes Valenzuela
School of Education

M.A in Education
Hometown: Guatemala

 Gracias a mi familia por apoyarme en esta travesía sin sus sacrificios,
dedicación y amor no lo hubiera podido lograr. Gracias por pintarme
las alas para poder volar y soñar. Oliver y Lemarie I am truly greatful
for having you two in my life. Decir que estos últimos dos años han
tenido sus desafíos es poco pero ¡Lo logramos! Lemarie esta maestría
es para ti y por ti. She believed she could, so she MASTERED it!

Mauricio Guerrero Villanueva
School of Medicine

MPH: Master's in Public Health
Hometown: Oakland, CA

Gracias a mi familia y a todos a los que me apoyaron en este camino. Sin
ustedes esto no seria posible. Lo logramos!



Bachelor's Degrees

Licenciaturas



¡A Dios sea la gloria y honra!Le agradezco a Dios por su fidelidad. Este
logro, es la evidencia de la bondad de Dios. 
Quiero darle las gracias a mis padres, hermanos, abuelos, seres
queridos, amigos y mentores por siempre creer en mi potencial y el
apoyo incondicional. Gracias por siempre ser unos de los pilares más
importantes en mi vida, gracias por los consejos de sabiduría y todo el
amor que me han demostrado estos últimos 4 años. Mi corazón está
lleno de alegría porque nunca me imagine estar experimentando
esto, especialmente con las personas que siempre han estado a mi
lado. Y esto no termina aquí! ¡Que viva Guatemala �� !
- Adriana Mishell Argueta Balán

Adriana Mishell Argueta Balan
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Psychology
Minors: Education and Public Health

Hometown: Guatemala/Los Angeles, CA



My inspiration to take on the challenge of attending a prestigious
university such UC Davis and walking away with a degree has always
derived from my siblings and parents. Some things that kept me sane
throughout this crazy eventful journey were being silly with those
closest to me, calling and initiating conversation with those I loved, and
keeping myself fit. 

I want to dedicate this extraordinary accomplishment of being the first
of many generations to graduate from a well-respected 4-year
university to my parents Arturo and Veronica and my forever babies
Andrea, Melissa, Andrew, and Anabel. Knowing and feeling the support
and unconditional love that you all shower me with brings me to tears. I
know, I know, I cry for everything... 

Alexa Maribel Barrietos
College of  Letters & Science
Major: B.A. Arts & Sociology

Hometown: Riverside, CA



Alexandra Mia Castro
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Chicana/o Studies 
Minor: Public Health 

Hometown: Modesto, CA

A dedication to my family and Chasen, for the endless love and support
while I follow my dreams. Thank you for being a part of my journey. 

Alexandra Rivas
College of  Engineering

Majors: B.S. Civil Engineering & B.S. Environmental Engineering 
Minors: Sustainability in the Built Environment 

                  Construction Engineering & Management
Hometown: Newark, CA

I am very grateful for all my parent's hard work to get me to where I am
today and for the unconditional love and support from my family. I
appreciate all the friends that I made along the way and who made this
an unforgettable experience. This degree is dedicated to anyone who
has supported me and helped me reach my goals.



Thank you to my parents for their sacrifices and support. Being first
generation was not easy, but was less difficult with the support of my
friends and family.   ♡

Alexys Maleny Rabago
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Psychology
Hometown: Norwalk, CA

Alfredo Arzola Ibarra
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Design
Hometown: Petaluma, CA

Thank you for seeing me!



Gracias a mis padres, hermanos, cuñada, sobrino, y mis amigas. Mucho
a pasado en estos 4 años, gracias por su apoyo en este tiempo. Todo lo
que yo hago no es solo para mi pero para ustedes también. Los quiero
mucho y ojalá ustedes me miren como inspiración un día como ustedes
me han inspirado a mi. I love you guys. 

Alma Danae Alvarado
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. History 
Hometown: Hesperia

Le doy gracias a mi familia por siempre haber estado ahí apoyándome y
levantándome cuando me caía. Le agradezco a mi madre por siempre 
 contestar esa llamada telefónica donde le decía que ya no podía más. Las
palabras de aliento que siempre me daba  fueron mis combustible para
seguir luchando. A mi padre que me enseñó la importancia del trabajo
duro y que no me diera por vencida. La frase de mi papá que hasta el día de
hoy la llevo conmigo “tu echale chingadazo no te preocupes”. A mis
hermanos les doy las gracias por siempre creer en mí. Este diploma se lo
dedico a ustedes familia es el primer logro de muchos. Los quiero mucho y
nuestra siguiente meta son las credenciales.

Alma Gonzalez Avila
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Spanish
Minor:  Education

Hometown: Los Angeles, CA



Agradezco a mis padres y a mi hermana, por apoyarme e inculcarme el
amor, esfuerzo y la perseverancia para llegar al exito, como muestra y
agradecimiento a ustedes comparto este gran logro académico. 
Thanks UCD for all the life long friendships and memories made here.
Go Ags! 

Alma Torres-Jauregui
College of  Engineering

Major:  B.S. Aerospace Science and Engineering & 
                 B.S. Mechanical Engineering

Hometown: Torrance, CA

Alondra Valdez
College of Biological Sciences

Major:  B.S. Neurobiology, Physiology, and Behavior 
Hometown: Riverbank, CA

I dedicate this diploma to my family. Thank you for your support
throughout these four years. I love you all very much!



As my time at UC Davis comes to an end, I share gratitude to the space that
has been my home away from home. I not only gained friends and
opportunities, but a community. �
A space that was created for and by undocumented students. Without the
advocacy from students and the support from our Chicanx Studies faculty,
we wouldn’t be where we are today, supporting more than 800
undocumented undergraduate, graduate, and professional school students.
It’s now been seven years that the center has served undocumented students,
but this is also a reminder that we need to continue to create spaces for
undocumented students to thrive and gain professional experiences
through INCLUSIVE PAID INTERNSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS both on and
off campus. The Center shouldn’t have to be the only space at UC Davis
where undocumented students are given the opportunity to work or gain
experience without being paid for their labor. As a campus community, we
need to advocate for more spaces on and off campus for those opportunities!
To the AB540 and Undocumented Student Center, thank you for your
support for the past five years. I wouldn't be where I am today without your
support and commitment to supporting undocumented students' retention.

College of  Letters & Science
Major:  B.A. Sociology & B.A. Chicana/o Studies

Minors:  Education and Gender, Sexuality and Women's Studies
Hometown: San Fernando, CA

Ana Lisset Sandoval Contreras



Gracias mami y papi.  Sin ustedes no estaría en donde estoy ahorita.
Siempre han creído en mi. Gracias por darme la vida y por proveer me
todo lo que pudieron. Sus sacrificios no fueron en vano. 
¡Los quiero mucho! 

Angelica Murillo
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences 

Major:  B.S. Wildlife, Fish and Conservation Biology
Hometown: San Bernardino, CA

Annette Michelle Garcia Morales
College of  Letters & Science 

Major:  B.A. Sociology Emphasis in Law & Society & B.A. Spanish
Minor: Political Science

Hometown: Lodi, CA

Ser la primera en la familia en asistir a la universidad no fue nada
fácil, pero gracias al apoyo de mi familia si pudimos lograrlo. Muchas
gracias a todos los me apoyaron y me motivaron a creer en mí. Gracias
mamá y papá por todos sus: sacrificios, años de lucha, amor y apoyo.
Nada de esto será posible sin ustedes. Estoy muy agradecida. 
CLASS OF 2022, SÍ SE PUDO!



Ariana Liseth Contreras
College of   Agriculture & Environmental Sciences

Major:  B.S. Sustainable Environmental Design & B.A. Design
Hometown: Covina, CA

Thank you to my family who has always loved and supported me, los
quiero muchísimo y los agradezco por todo el amor y apoyo que me han
dado en estos años escolares. Thank you to all the friends I made in my
years here I love y’all!! Thanks to my friends back home too for loving
and supporting me unconditionally. I appreciate you all more than you
could ever know <3

Aurora Guillen
College of  Letters & Science
Major:  B.A. Political Science

Minors:  Chicana/o Studies
Hometown: Napa, CA

I am thankful to my village made up of my family, mentors, and friends.
If it were not for them, I would not be standing where I am today. 
I love you all.



Thank you to my roomies for a wonderful friendship I’ll always
cherish <3 Hawthorne summer 2018. Thank you to my lovely sisters
who have been there for me! Y’all really are the best ever and I miss
y’all already! To my boyfriend who held it down lol for always being
there even when I was pressed about school or sad about life you
really motivated and supported me no matter what crazy idea I had.

To my family for always being there and supporting my endeavors
even if it meant leaving to be far away and always reminding me
home was a safe place.

 To the twins for being my brothers and always making me laugh even
though y’all bully me you are my favs no matter what!

Arianna Lara Sanchez
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Science 

Major:  B.S. Community and Regional Development
Minor:  Chicanx Studies

Hometown: Panorama City, CA



Axel Hernandez
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Anthropology & B.A. Chicana/o Studies
Minor:  Education

Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

dedicated to all my community and family who pushed me to be better
and made me who i am today, con amor y paz axel. 

Brittany Villalpando Torres
College of  Letters & Science 

Major:  B.A. Cognitive Science & B.A. Chicana/o Studies  
Minor:  Psychology

Hometown: Pacoima, CA

My success is only possible to my family, my friends, my loved ones, and
Indi & Luna. You all are my strength, my passion, my reason, and my
roots. I thank you all for loving, supporting, guiding, and helping me
through this time. My success is ours, thank you always. 



A veces llore y a veces dudé pero nunca me di por vencida, gracias a mi
familia. Este logro se lo dedico a mis hijos Cris, Adamlynn and Dlilah
you have been my biggest inspiration and motivation to keep striving to
be the best version of myself, and for that I will always be grateful. 
Papá y Mamá, no hubo un dia en que no pensé en todos los sacrificios
que ustedes hicieron para mis hermanos y yo, porque vinieron sin nada
y nos dieron todo.Gracias mom por darme la vida y enseñarme como
ser una mujer luchadora. 

To my siblings and partner, dreams do come true, with dedication and
perseverance we can do anything! To my nieces and nephews, thank
you for making our world a whole lot brighter. To myself, I always
knew you could, so I did! 

Papa y Yoselin, aunque no esten aqui fisicamente, yo se que me están
echando porras desde allá arriba, gracias por cuidarme siempre.
Familia si se pudo! 

Brenda Lomeli
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences 
Major:  B.S. Community & Regional Development 

Hometown: Woodland, CA



Gracias madre y padre, ustedes dos han jugado un increíble sistema de
apoyo para mí. Madre, siempre has estado ahí para mí y creyendo en mí
cuando dudé de mí misma a lo largo de mis estudios. Padre, su frase "el
miedo te mata" me ha guiado y dado mucha fuerza a través de mi
ansiedad al aprender a vivir en este mundo. Padre, cómo me gustaría
que abuelito Valentin y abuelita Margarita estuvieran aquí, pero están
en el cielo cuidándonos con una gran sonrisa y con mucho amor
irradiando de ellos. Ellos estarán aquí con nosotros en nuestros
corazones para siempre. Por último, me gustaría mostrar mi aprecio
por mi gma gma, que ha sido mi segunda madre en quien confiar. Has
sido una gran maestra, la mujer que me ha compartido una gran
sabiduría conmigo que siempre apreciaré. Lastly, thank you to my older
sister Alizarine and twin sister Cielo for being there every single day for
the past four years.

Celeste Nataly Angulo Kelly
College of Letters & Science 

Major:  B.A. Chicano Studies & B.A. Anthropology 
Minor: Linguistics

Hometown: Manteca, CA



Cesar Ayuso Mata
College of  Engineering

Major:  B.S Computer Science and Engineering
Hometown: Santa Maria, CA

I dedicate this to my family and friends from Santa María. The
community taught me how to work hard for what I want. Growing
up and working in the strawberry fields was difficult but taught me
hard work ethic. I hope I get to see many more from my hometown
follow their dreams.

Chelsea Jailene Rosales
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Political Science & Chicano Studies
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Quiero agradecer a mis padres por su apoyo constante, por sus
sacrificios y por creer en mí. Ustedes son una inspiración para mí.
No hubiera llegado tan lejos sin ustedes.



Primeramente gracias a Dios que nunca me dejo sola en los momentos
más difíciles aquí en UC Davis. Gracias a mi familia y a mi novio que me
apoyaron y me motivaron a seguir adelante cuando las clases se me
ponían difícil. Sin saberlo sus palabras y bendiciones me ayudaron a
confiar en mi misma para seguir dando lo mejor en la escuela. Sin
ustedes no habría llegado hasta este punto de poder graduarme. 
Los Amo.

Clarissa Mora Ruelas
College of Agriculture & Environmental Science

Major:  B.S. Wildlife, Fish and Conservation Biology & B.A. Spanish
Hometown: Oxnard, CA

Para mi familia: I would not be here today on this stage without your
faith in me. Although I am far from home, I have always felt your love
and support. You all have set the inspirational standard for going to
college, pursuing your passions, and making a difference. Thank you
for being the stars that guide me on my path. Este papelito es por
ustedes. To my friends near and far, thank you for the endless
memories and support. You made everyday feel like our own special
movie! I love you forever <3 Con mucho amor, Citlali.

Citlali Clarissa Plaza
College of Agriculture & Environmental Science
Major:  B.S. Community & Regional Development 

Hometown: Oxnard, CA



Para mi mamá, porque sin tu amor y apoyo incondicional no estuviera
aquí . Esta licenciatura es para las dos. Para mi papá, por siempre creer
en mi y decirme que soy un ‘cerebrito’. Para mis hermanos, los que me
hacen reír, llorar, y sonreír siempre. Y para los demás que siempre me
apoyan y me recuerdan que están orgullosos de mi (tia nena, tío marcos,
tia mari). Los amo a todos, gracias ❤ 

Daniela Orozco Vega
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Science 

Major:  B.S. Human Development
Hometown: King City, CA

Thank you to my amazing family! For believing in me and helping me
achieve all my goals.

Daniela Ruvalcaba Gomez
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. International Relations
Minor:  History and Human Rights

Hometown: Dos Palos, CA



Diana Laura Ambrosio-Martinez
College of  Letters & Science

Major: B.A. Sociology & B.S. Human Development
Minor: Public Health

Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Para mi familia desde el pueblo de San Andrés Tlahuilotepec hasta San
Juanito o la Botija, los tengo de recuerdo en mi sangre donde mis raíces
fueron cultivadas. Gracias a mis padres, y Javi, Sandra, y Ximi por las
lecciones, resiliencia, motivo, y amor. 

Thank you to my mom and dad for all of their support! I feel honored to
be your daughter and to have such hard-working parents as my role
models.

Daniela Talavera Rangel
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.S. Human Development & B.A. Psychology
Hometown: Redwood City, CA



Los sacrificios de mi familia valieron la pena.

Edna Gomez De Leon
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences 

Major:  B.S. Animal Science
Hometown: Vallejo, CA

I have learn you need to have a balance, you can not do everything or be
everywhere so its okay to be selective and focus on the things that are
important to you. If I want to help others and support them, I also need
to make sure I am alright and well enough to do so. I want to thank my
family, they have been my support and guidance and I would not be
here today if it were not for them. My family have taught me how to
work and be accountable and to never forget my roots and the
community I come from. 

Dulce Jimenez Paniagua
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences

Major:  B.S. Environmental Science and Management
B.S. Community Regional Development

Hometown: Fairfield, CA



I graduated in five years after years of countless doubt in myself and
my capabilities. I didn't think I was capable of obtaining a stem degree
as a first-generation college student but with the support of my
family, friends, and coworkers I was able to achieve what appeared to
be impossible for me just a while ago. I'm eternally thankful for my
family and the amazing group of friends I made through college that
reminded me each day that my hard work and all nighters would pay
off. I'm also extremely thankful to all the TA's in my chemistry,
organic chemistry, and biology classes that saw my personal struggles
and dedicated extra time to make sure I understood the material. All
the extra hours they put in to help me outside of office hours paid off
as I passed all my science classes and ultimately obtained my stem
degree. I couldn't have done this without any of their support so thank
you to everyone who took part in helping me succeed through my
academic journey while at Davis. It's now time to close this chapter in
my undergraduate career and begin my career as a degreed
nutritionist in Las Vegas who hopes to positively the health of many
individuals through food and nutrition. 

College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences
Major:  B.S. Clinical Nutrition
Hometown: Pico Rivera, CA

Elisha Aispuro



I would like to thank my mom, “madam” for always believing in me and
encouraging me when I wanted to give up. I want to thank my dad,
“monsieur” for supporting me throughout my education and giving me
helpful life advice. I would like to thank my grandparents for their
“bendicion” in helping me pass my exams and keeping me safe. I would
like to thank my aunts and uncles who reinforced my educational
journey in order to inspire my cousins. Finally I would like to thank my
dog, “oso” , my biggest stress reliever that always made me smile. 

Elizabeth Pena
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.S. Chemistry 
Minor:  Neuroscience & Global Disease Biology

Hometown: Calistoga, CA

Thank you to my mom, dad, and sister for all their love and support. I
couldn't have done it without you. 

Elsie Abigail Aguilar-Hernandez
College of Letters & Science 

Major:  B.A. Psychology
Minors: Human Development
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA



Congratulations everyone, we did it! These past four years have been a
wild one. I would like to thank my family, friends from home, and
friends that I have made along the way here. They have supported and
encouraged me to keep pushing forward no matter how difficult it got.
It is an honor to say that I received a Bachelor of Science degree in
Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems; if it wasn’t for my family
working in agriculture it wouldn’t have inspired me to pursue this
degree. It was a great four years in Davis but this chapter has come to an
end and now we shall see what the next chapter brings.

Evelyn Guadalupe Luquin
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Science 

Major:  B.S. Sustainable Agriculture &  Food Systems
Hometown: Salinas, CA

A mi familia, este logro es gracias ustedes y para todos ustedes. Saben
que llegar aquí no fue nada fácil, pero espero que sepan que ustedes
siempre fueron mi mas grande motivación. Tengan por seguro que esto
no termina aquí y vamos por mas! Los amo! 

Erika Herrera
College of  Letters & Science
Major:  B.A. Psychology 
Hometown: Dixon, CA



Feliza Irene Juarez
College of Agriculture & Environmental Science 

Major:  B.S. Human Development
Hometown: Brentwood, CA

I would just like to say thank you to DDA, Danzantes del Alma for being
my home away from home. I am so grateful to have had a place to go
and not only learn how to dance folklorico but also create friendships
that helped me during my hardest times. Shoutout to my family too for
supporting my education. Pa thank you for all your hardwork and my
mami for answering all of my phone calls and comforting me while I
cried. To my brothers thanks for always giving me advice, yes even you
Noodle! I could not have done this without yall, WE did it! 

Gilda Adamari Rojas
College of  Letters & Science 

 Major:  B.A. Political Science & B.A. Spanish
Hometown: Calistoga, CA

I would like to dedicate this graduation to my family. Without them and
the tremendous support they have given me the past 4 years I would
have never been able to accomplish what I did.



To my parents, sister, cousin, housemates and partner. Thank you for
your guidance, help, support and for believing in me. To all first
generation kids, you are more than capable to achieve your hopes,
dreams and goals. 

Giselle Lazaro
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Chicanx Studies & B.A. Political Science
Hometown: Salinas, CA

Gracias a mi familia trabajadora que me enseñó lo que es poner el
tiempo y esfuerzo para ser determinada y dedicada <3 Gracias a mi
mama por sus esfuerzos en reforzar la importancia de la academica
desde chica y mi padre por ser mi mayor apoyor. To my sister for
leading the way and to my younger brother who keeps me motivated
when I'm feeling down. Los amo. mucho!

Gisselle Juarez Valencia
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences 

Major:  B.S. Human Development
Minor:  Public Health Sciences & Education

Hometown: Los Angeles, CA



Thank God for blessing me with parents that never gave up on me.

Gonzalo Adolfo Rojas Berrios
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Sociology- Law and Society & Chicanx Studies
Hometown: San Bernardino, CA

"It's not what we have in life, but who we have in our life that matters." I
could not have done this without the magnificent individuals that I get
to call mom and dad. Not only is this accomplishment a symbol of my
hard work and effort, but theirs as well. So thank you, mom and dad. I
love you! 

Irma Yanez Martinez
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Psychology
Hometown: Huntington Park, CA



Davis has been a crazy ride to say the least. Now that I've reached the
end, I've learned to love and appreciate it. I've come to learn so much
about myself and my community. Although it has felt lonely at times,
my professor and peers were there for me in ways that mean the world
to me. They all have helped me push through even through the hardest
of times. I am forever thankful to them. I've met so many beautiful
souls over the years, so if you know me, if you even just spoke to me
once or twice, just know that you really made a great difference in my
experience here. Lastly, I'd like to acknowledge my mother who is my
biggest inspiration. With all of her unconditional love and support, I
managed to push through. I love you with all my heart <3

Jade Caldera
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Chicana/o Studies 
Minor: Technology Management

Hometown: San Diego, CA



I dedicate this to my parents Adrian Ocampo and Araceli Vargas, and
my son Emiliano Daniel Nuñez . My son for inspiring to keep going
regardless of the obstacles , made me a stronger person .

Jaqelyn Vargas-Gomez
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.S. Arts in Psychology
Minor:  Chicano Studies

Hometown: Cutler, CA

Jenny Cedillo
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Art Studio & B.A. Spanish
Minors: Chicanx Studies

Hometown: East Los Angeles, CA

To all my amiguis, 
These past few years we have faced so much during our time in college.
Whether we’ve been together from the beginning or met just recently
the beautiful part of my college journey was getting to know you. As our
paths diverge the bonds we hold may not remain but I am content with
knowing that they existed even for just a moment. Whether we remain
friends or not I wish you the best forever and always. <3



I would like to dedicate my degrees to the two people that taught me to
be fearless in my endeavors, my parents. This accomplishment is also
theirs. Their love for me was so big that they sacrificed everything they
had in order to provide me with the opportunity to be walking across
this stage today. They’ve worked job after job, They taught me to view
my potential as limitless, even if we lived in a society that would
attempt to make me feel small. 

I also dedicate these degrees to my younger self, who I know would be
proud of how far we’ve gotten. She would be proud of having found
something that fulfills hers, of the positive impact she’s made on those
around her, and about the path she is creating for herself and for those
to come.

Jennifer Melgoza
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Political Science & 
                 B.A. Sociology Emphasis in Law and Society 

Hometown: Woodland, CA



I would like to dedicate this degree to my sisters <3 who I love with all
my heart. I hope that this degree shows them that they too can achieve
whatever they want and that success is what you make it. I would like
to thank my parents who have been my number 1 supporters
throughout my educational journey and in life. As a first-generation
college student, we had to learn together how to navigate a system
that was not built for us. In spite of this, we persisted. Como bien dice
el dicho: they tried to bury us, but they did not know we were seeds. As
I walk across the stage to receive my degree, I carry with me all of my
parents’ sacrifices and values they have instilled in me. Moving
forward, in honor of my family and the passion I have to give back to
my community I will use my degree to work towards educational
equity and be an advocate for my community. 

Jessica Galilea Avila
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Spanish
Minors: Sociology  & Education

Hometown: Sacramento, CA



I want to first take the time to thank every person in my life who has
supported me and believed in me. I’m beyond grateful to have amazing
friends & family by my side, including the lifelong friends I’ve made at
UC Davis! Because of them and other amazing people I’ve crossed paths
with, my time at UC Davis is something I will always cherish. 
Dedico este Licenciatura a mis padres que siempre me recordaban que
debía esforzarme en la escuela. Gracias a ustedes, hoy estoy aquí
cumpliendo mis sueños y ahora estudiando para recibir mi maestrías.
Gracias a ustedes, hoy estoy cumpliendo mis sueños y pronto estudiaré
para recibir mi maestría.
Lastly, a huge shoutout to my beautiful niece who inspired me to always
remain #Zstrong. �<3

Jessica Isabel Carrasco
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Psychology
Minor: Education

Hometown: San Jose, CA



I would like to say a big thank you to my family who greatly supported
me during my time at UC Davis. Thank you especially to my mom and
dad for being my biggest supporters since day 1 as I could not have
gotten through college without your endless help. Thank you for always
believing in me when I struggled and encouraging me to challenge
myself and follow my dreams. I appreciate the sacrifices you have made
for me and I hope to continue making you proud. I love you both so
much. I also would like to thank my friends at UC Davis as I have made
some of the best memories with you all. You all made me feel welcomed
and comfortable in a place far away from home and are truly what I am
going to miss the most about college. I hope our friendships last a
lifetime and I wish you all nothing but the best in your future
endeavors.

Julian Puentes
College of  Engineering

Major:  B.S. Biomedical Engineering
Minor:  Accounting and Technology Management

Hometown: Covina, CA



I would like to dedicate my family who have never once lost faith in me
and my hopes and dreams. My parents who always had my back, who
would keep my head held high and tell me that I could do it, when I
would continuously doubt in my self. My parents who allowed me to
have this opportunity that I know not many could have. My sisters who
would tell me that everything is going to be ok, to take things slow and
breathe. Gracias a mi familia en Mexico, que siempre me tenian en sus
rezos y por darme su apoyo incondicional. I also want to thank all of my
friends who made me not feel alone in this journey, as well as making
my college experience unforgettable. Of course, I also would love to
dedicate my beautiful pets who have given me their unconditional love
and support. Gracias Virgencita por los 4 años que me cuidaste aqui en
Davis, muchas gracias. To those who I have dedicated, I love you more
than life itself. Thank you.

Julieta Herrera
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Science

Major:  B.S. Animal Science
Hometown: Oxnard, CA



Thank you for my family, friends, and professors and advisors who
supported me throughout my five years here at UC Davis. I could not
have gotten my degree without all of their help. Thank you to my family
for their endless support and encouragement. Thank you to my friends
for always listening to me and making me laugh. Thank you to my
professors for having office hours and enduring my questions and for
providing me with all this knowledge I now have. I wish I could hug
every one of you to show my appreciation and thanks. I am here despite
the struggles I have faced and I was able to finish my degree even
though it was really hard to see the end goal at times. I will miss UC
Davis and all the memories I have created. Im excited to create many
more memories!

Karina Elizabeth Alcaraz
College of Letters & Science 

Major:  B.S. Applied Mathematics
Minors: Chicano Studies
Hometown: Oxnard, CA



Katrina Torrealba
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. English
Minor:  Sociology

Hometown: Pasadena, CA

I would like to dedicate this to all my family, friends, and teachers who
have helped me succeed throughout my time in college. I could not have
gotten into law school without your tireless support. To my parents:
thank you so much for being the best support team I could ever ask for.
From late night calls to essay edits, you were always there to help me be
the best I can be. I am so grateful. 

Karla Monique Soltero
College of  Agriculture & Environmental  Sciences

Major:  B.S. Animal Science
Minor:  Chicana/o Studies
Hometown: Woodland, CA

Agradezco a mis padres y a mi hermana, por apoyarme e inculcarme el
amor, esfuerzo y la perseverancia para llegar al exito, como muestra y
agradecimiento a ustedes comparto este gran logro académico. 
Thanks UCD for all the life long friendships and memories made here.
Go Ags! 



¡Mami y papi, lo logramos! Llegaron sin nada y me lo dieron todo. Lo
que soy y seré, se lo debo a ustedes y a mi hermana y hermano, quienes
me han brindado su amor, apoyo y la fortaleza de seguir adelante. Este
diploma es un ejemplo más de los frutos de sus labores. Con el corazón
abierto, ustedes han dado más de lo suficiente por darme un mejor
futuro para mí y a mis hermanos, sin esperar nada a cambio. Por su
dedicación, amor, y sacrificios eternos, yo les quiero dedicar este
triunfo. 
Este momento simboliza la dedicación y los sacrificios que hicimos mi
familia y yo para llegar a donde estamos hoy. También quiero
agradecer a todos los amigos y mentores que han hecho que mi
experiencia aquí sea inolvidable. En particular, le quiero agradecer a
mi hermana, Patricia, que ha sido un gran apoyo durante estos cinco
años y que me inspira a luchar por mis sueños cada día. A mi hermano
Danny, que me ha enseñado paciencia y resilencia. 
Estos cinco años han sido difíciles, estresantes, pero a la vez
emocionantes. Me han enseñado a ser persistente, valiente y siempre
dar lo mejor de mí. “Cuando me vean volar, recuerden que ustedes me
pintaron las alas."
Gracias mamá y papá por su apoyo incondicional. 

Karla Vanessa Fernandez
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.S. Human Development, B.A. Spanish
Hometown: Hayward, CA



I would like to dedicate this achievement to my family, but primarily my
mother who has played both parental roles without hesitation the
moment the Lord blessed her with my presence. Today I would like to
make a toast to you, mother. Thank you for being the secret to my
lifelong success. Every accomplishment that I have had the fortune to
accomplish is also yours. The reason is that each of my
accomplishments is engraved with your resilience, encouragement,
and bravery. I love you, my family. My love for you is unconditional and
eternal. May my accomplishment inspire my brother, Ryan, and sister,
Angie, to strive for their dreams through their perseverance. 
To my fellow graduates, I would like to remind you that everyone has a
first time in everything. It is okay if you fail the first time. Own your
mistake and learn from it. Don’t be too hard on yourself. You deserve
forgiveness and a restart. I wish you all the best in your future
endeavors. 
Best regards,
Kimberly Huinac

Kimberly Yaneth Huinac
College of  Biological Sciences

Major:  B.S. Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 
Hometown: Petaluma, CA



Lorena Leon Gutierrez
College of Letters & Science

Major:  Sociology-Social Services & Chicano/a Studies & Social Policy
Minors: Education

Hometown: South Los Angeles, CA

This degree is in honor of my deceased father, who will always have a
special place in my heart. To my strong-willed mother. Pedro, Angel,
Cesar, and Sergio, my devoted brothers. Audrey, Delilah, and Brigitte,
my lovely nieces Finally, thank you to my friends and mentors for
always believing in me.

Katya Arrazte
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Psychology
Minors: Human Development

Hometown: San Pablo, CA

Thank you to everyone who believed in me. Thank you to everyone
who cared about my success in finishing. It was a long process
because life does not wait for anyone but your education can. It does
not matter when you finish, as long as you finish on your own time
when/if you want. My kids are still young right now but I know later
on they will see that I finished for them more than myself. Finishing
is only the first part of the journey. 



My journey has been a long one. I've gone through both the highest of
highs and lowest of lows during my time at UC Davis. Despite this, I am
forever grateful for the overwhelming love and support I've received
from my family and friends. Without them, I don't think I would have
been able to do this alone. I am thankful for this experience because I've
grown into a more confident and stronger woman who believes
anything is possible with determination. "Make it happen." This quote
was one of the things that helped me move forward through my
undergrad. Although times might be hard, you need to embrace them to
keep going. I've learned it's okay to be afraid of what the future holds
because everyone has known that feeling before. It's easy to give up
when you've gone through so many obstacles, but the resolution makes
it all worth it. I am grateful to my unique experiences and meeting such
incredible people during my time here. I will cherish those moments
forever. To my Mom and Dad, thank you for being there for me and
believing that I could finish my undergrad with this degree, even when I
thought it wouldn't be possible.  I am thankful for my upbringing and
life obstacles because it has shaped me into who I am. I'm so proud to be
a Latina woman who has earned a degree at one of the top 10 public
universities in the United States. Wow, I did it!

Lilly Juliana Montes
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences

Major:  B.S. Human Development 
Hometown: Sylmar, CA



Without the support and love from my friends and family, none of this
would be possible. Thank you mom, dad, Lechis, Ban, mis abuelos, and
the rest of my family for the endless support throughout all the years.
Your support has been critical to my success. When I doubted myself
most, the thought of you all helped me push through. I love you with all
my heart, thank you for everything. 

Marcos Hilario Jimenez
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Science 

Major:  B.S. Viticulture & Enology
Hometown: Cloverdale, CA

Maria Belem Morales-Gallegos
College of  Letters & Science 
Major:  B.A. Chicanx Studies 

Minors: Political Science and Education
Hometown: Oakland, CA

Gracias a mis papas por ser tan gran ejemplo de lo que es ser trabajador
y humilde. El logro es para ustedes por todo el esfuerzo y sudor que han
sacrificado todos estos años aqui. A mi abuela, que la extraño con toda
mi alma esto es para ti tambien. A mi tio mon, que siempre estuvo aqui
para mi tambien lo extraño. A mi tio el gruñon, tambien te extraño, y
mas a mi abuela catita.



Mama Y Papa: Gracias por todo, diciendo me cuanto les hizo falta ir a la
escuela y poder ver a mi y a Yeya. Gracias por apoyarnos en siguiendo ir
a la escuela, cuando ustedes no tuvieron las mismas oportunidades.
Mucho amor y felicidad <3 :D
Yeya: Thank you for pushing me to apply to the UC system, without you
I really wouldn't have been here and been completing or doing what I
am, so thank you for believing in me. And thank you for helping me
every step of the way, literally carrying the burden of the older sister. :')

Maria del Cielo Montoya
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Cognitive Science 
Minor:  American Studies; Education and Linguistics

Hometown: San Leandro, CA

Gracias a mi familia y seres queridos por todo el apoyo. Son los que
hacen que todo valga la pena. Nunca olviden que son mi tesoro más
grande. ¡Los quiero mucho!

Marily Jasso
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.S. Geology
Major: Chicana/o Studies
Hometown: Riverside, CA



Marisela Featherstone
College of  Letters & Science
Major:  B.A. Chicanx Studies

Minors: Native American Studies
Hometown: Woodland, CA

To Sergio de La Mora, aa Valdivia, Suzy Zepeda, Gilda Posada, Jose
Arenas, Zoila Mendoza, Inez Hernandez-Avila, Stefano Verase, and
Spencer Mann thank you all for your wise and tender words of
encouragement. You all have helped me in so many different ways and I
will always cherish the experiences I've had with each and everyone of
you. For most of you, it was easy to work with me but maybe one or two
of you may have found it difficult! I know I can't please everyone,
especially learning a new skill, but you stuck with me and believed in me
anyway. For that, I am forever indebted to you.  

Matthew Lum
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Economics
Hometown: San Jose, CA

To my grandparents, parents, and entire family. Nothing would be
possible without their sacrifices.



Mayra Palomares Jacobo
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Communications & B.A. Chicana/o Studies
Minors: American Studies
Hometown: Arbuckle, CA

Thank you to my family and friends for always being there for me while
I follow my dreams! I couldn’t have done it without the constant
support that was shown; no small act went unnoticed. Whether I met
you as a child or in college, you’ve seen me grow and become the person
I am today! 

Melissa Janet Diaz
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences

Major:  B.S. Human Development
Minors: Education

Hometown: Coachella Valley, CA
 

Estoy infinitamente agradecida con mi familia que me motivo a llegar
hasta donde me encuentro hoy. Gracias a mis padres que tuvieron la
valentía de dejar nuestro pulgarcito para proveerme mejores
oportunidades, por su lucha en educarme y enseñarme todo lo



Cuando me vean volar recurdo a los que me pintaron las alas.Este
logro sera el principio del proximo capitulo. Muchismas gracias por
todos los que apoyaron sus consejos y carino me han asisto a lograr
este exito! Thank you to all my friends, and advisors for continuously
being a support system for me and being able to let me by myself and
oftentimes being just there to cheer me on and giving me a reality
check. I also thank the depth of experiences in the journey, I was able
to experiences obstacles, challenges, and failures but at the end of the
day I was able to have that grit to move forward, even with the odds
against me. To my sisters I hope that you both continue your
journeys and go as far as you can, you both are so powerful and witty
and I look forward for your journeys, and I will be there with those
efforts of support and serve as an example, I love y'all!

Meliza Guox
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Science 
Major:  B.S. Community & Regional Development

Hometown: Riverside, CA



Michaella Angelina Sanchez
College of  Letters & Science 

Major:  B.A. Psychology & B.A. Art History Emphasis in Museum Studies
Hometown: San Leandro, CA

I want to dedicate this celebration to my family and friends; it is for
them that I do everything. Without their support, I wouldn't be walking
the stage today. A moment of gratitude to my mother, for she has been
my rock and conscious my entire life. This is a special moment of
reckoning and respect for all my ancestors and elders' sacrifices. Their
resiliency and divine strength are with me always. Rest in peace to my
abuelo, Raúl Rivas -- for it was his greatest dream to see his
grandchildren receive a higher education. I am the first grandchild to
fulfill this dream. My accomplishment is evidence that brown girls can
do anything! Gracias a todos! 



Thank you to my parents who sacrificed their own dreams to help me
get mine. They may not have been able to give me the gift of abundant
finances yet, but they did give me the gift of confidence, love, and
perseverance. To my parents, whom I owe the world and my life to. 

Monica Ardon
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences

Major:  B.S. Animal Biology
Minor: Spanish

Hometown: Burbank, CA

Michelle Reyes Del Toro
College of Agriculture & Environmental Science
Major:  B.S. Human Development & B.A. Spanish

Hometown: Winters, CA

Para mi padres, que llegaron con nada pero sacrificaron y me dieron
todo. Gracias!. 



Querido mamá y papá, 
No puedo encontrar las palabras para expresar que felíz estoy que ustedes son
mis padres. Ustedes me han motivado para ser la mejor versión que puedo ser.
Gracias por sus sacrificios que han hecho por mi para que pudiera florecer en
mis estudios y mi vida. Estoy tan honrada de tener la oportunidad de graduar en
UC Davis y lo agradezco todo a ustedes. No hubiera logrado este éxito sin el
apoyo de ustedes dos. Ustedes me han dado mi educación que es el mejor regalo
que pudiera pedir. Prometo que seguiré haciendolos orgullosos de mí. Gracias
por creer en mí. Los quiero mucho.
Dear Jr.,
Although we often don't say this to each other, I love you. Thank you for being a
huge support in college when I had no one else to turn to. You were and always
will be my inspiration as my older brother. You are one of the most important
things to me and I wouldn't trade you for the world. Thank you for being the role
model I needed as a child. Thank you for your support and thank you for being
my best friend. I love you so much.
Dear Angelique, 
You and I were on a rocky road for a while but it's crazy to think how close we are
now. I realize that you are one of the things I am most protective of only because
I want the best for you. Angie, you have so much potential and I cant wait to see
you flourish in the future. You already make me proud and I can't wait for the
day that you graduate too. You're the best sister I could have asked for and I am
so proud to be your older sister. Thank you for being in my life Angelique. I love
you so much.

Monique Jasmine Contreras
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Psychology & B.S. Human Development
Minor:  Education

Hometown: San Jose, CA



Thank You to my family and friends who have made this journey one to
remember.

Nancy Colunga
College of  Letters & Science
Major:  B.A. Communications

Minor: Community Development
Hometown: San Fernando, CA

I have worked very hard for this degree, but it would not have been
possible without the support of my family and friends. To my parents:
thank you for showing me what it means to work hard and to persevere
in the face of adversity. Natalie, I am incredibly proud of you. I dedicate
this degree to you, so that you know that anything and everything is
possible. Thank you to Mujeres Ayudando la Raza for giving me the
most supportive, kind, lifelong friends. I love you all very much!

Naomi Isabella Rivas
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A, History
Minor: Chicano/a Studies
Hometown: San Jose, CA



A mis padres que me guían desde la tierra, y mis padrinos que me
guían desde el cielo. A mi hermano quien detuvo mis lágrimas en mis
días más oscuros. Los adoro. Gracias por todo lo que me han dado. Por
todos sus sacrificios. Este logro es gracias a ustedes.  

Nora Fernanda Espinosa Iniguez
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.S. Psychology, Emphasis in Biology
Minor:  Chicano Studies & Human Development

Hometown: Chula Vista, CA

I remember the moment I found out I got into UC Davis. I was at a track
meet, waiting in the stands with Fernando when I saw the email subject
"Congratulations, you're in". From that very moment I received
emotional, informational, and unconditional support from the people I
love. This degree would have not been possible without the timeless
guidance and care from my mom, my grandma, my sisters, Chiqui, my
boyfriend, and the occasional meals and karaoke with Dad. Gracias por
todo. It's time to keep doing big girl things homies

Paola Daniela Diaz
College of  Biological Sciences 

Major:  B.S. Neurobiology, Physiology & Behavior
Minor:  Spanish

Hometown: Palmdale, CA



I want to thank both of my parents for their immense support during
my years here. I cannot emphasize enough how much I appreciate them
both for reminding me why I am here. They are a blessing. This is for
Itzel, who opened her home to me while I was far away from home. She
created a second home for me up here and always inspired me to reach
for more. To the rest of my family members, I appreciate and love them
all for always filling me with love and support. 

Paola Garcia
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences 

Major:  B.S. Global Disease Biology & B.A. Chicanx Studies
Hometown: Harbor City, CA

Se han cumplido objetivos, completado metas y logrado sueños. Las
relaciones y conexiones que cree en esta etapa, sé, serán inolvidables y
las llevaré siempre en mi corazón. Pero lo mejor de esta experiencia
siempre fue y seguirá siendo el amor y apoyo incondicional de mi
familia! Esto es por y para ustedes. ¡Gracias!

Rachelle Annahi Carrillo
College of  Letters & Science

Majors:  B.A. Spanish & B.S. Plant Sciences
Hometown: Calexico, CA



I want to dedicate my degree and accomplishments to my familia.
Gracias for your support and motivation, we have been through a very
rough year yet we are accomplishing many new things. I also dedicate
this degree and accomplishment to my papi who is no longer here with
me. Your humility and strength always motivated me to keep going and
become a strong and intelligent woman to give back to my community. I
look up to all of you because you are hard workers and are able to
surpass the obstacles that we come across. Muchas Gracias por sus
apoyo, las amo! 

Rashell Santos Arevalo
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Science

Major:  B.S. Human Development
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Sarai Reyes
College of  Letters & Science
Major:  B.A. Communication 

Minors: Spanish
Hometown: Salinas, CA

Thank you to my parents who supported me every step of the way.
Thank you to my housemates for making 4 years of school fun. And
thank you to the families that took care of me in Davis, for the love,
care and food!
Gracias a mis padres que me ayudaron cada paso de mi tiempo en el
colegio. Gracias a mis compañeras de cuarto que hicieron mis 4 años
de colegio divertido. Y gracias a las familias que me cuidaron en Davis,
por el amor, cuidado y comida. 



I want to dedicate all my achievements to everyone that has supported
me, my friends, my teachers, my boyfriend, and my family. Growing up
as a first generation student I learned to get a role model everywhere I
went because I wanted to make sure to have every aspect and strength
of those that have inspired me. So I want to thank everyone that has
attributed to who I am today and who I will be in the future! More
importantly I want to thank my hard working parents that have always
been there for me and have supported me with everything I have
wanted. Me puse las pilas! Gracias a dios estoy un paso más cerca a
cumplir mi sueño y el sueño de mis padres para que un día les de todo lo
que pueda del mundo, como ellos han echo conmigo! I Amo a todos! 

Sheila Cruz Hernandez
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.S. Psychology 
Minor:  Chicano Studies
Hometown: Oxnard, CA

Sheila Sharai Delgado
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences

Major:  B.S. Animal Biology
Hometown: Sacramento, CA

A mi abuelito pancho que no me vio caminar para mi diploma
unversitaria: LO LOGRE! Soy Mariquita con Diploma! Y a mis papas que
estuvieron alli con todo el apoyo.



Estoy infinitamente agradecida con mi familia que me motivo a llegar
hasta donde me encuentro hoy. Gracias a mis padres que tuvieron la
valentía de dejar nuestro pulgarcito para proveerme mejores
oportunidades, por su lucha en educarme y enseñarme todo lo que sé.
Gracias a mi hermana mayor por ser mi ejemplo a seguir en
convertirme en una mujer exitosa. Gracias a mi abuela por su fé en mí,
incluso cuando yo la había perdido.  Gracias a mi hermana menor por
seguir mis pasos y hacerme sentir que existe mucho valor en lo que
hago. Gracias a toda mi familia por los sacrificios que hicieron para que
mi experiencia universitaria fuera mas fácil. Sin ellos no estuviera aquí.
Quiero decirles que mis logros son sus logros, que sin ustedes yo no
sería la persona que soy ahora. Pero sobretodo, gracias por enseñarme
que sin Diosito nunca hubiera logrado mis metas. Este titulo es de
ustedes y para ustedes. 

Sofia Calero Mejia
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. International Relations & B.A. Chicanx Studies
Minor:  Human Rights

Hometown: Bakersfield, CA



Susana Ojeda Lopez
College of  Letters & Science 

Major:  B.A. Sociology Emphasis Organizational Studies Social Welfare
Hometown: Carson, CA

Thank you to my family and friends for empowering me and allowing
me to lean on them when times got tough. To Lila for talking me off the
edge time and time again. To Chely, Nechy and Adrian for supporting
me. Special shout-out to the Tree Squad - I hope this inspires you to be
your best selves. This one’s for my parents, who gave me everything
they could. But most of all, this one’s for you, Neny. Everything I do is
for you. I hope you’re proud of me. 

Thank you to all the wonderful peers I met here at Davis, I didn't
expect to meet so many beautiful souls who care so much about their
community! So glad I got to cross paths with so many of you through
the Spanish major classes, Danzantes del Alma, KDVS, and Clínica
Tepati. Being part of the wonderful Latinx community on campus
makes me hopeful for the future, you are all so brilliant and can
bring your passions into the world to help our communities. Lots of
love always, take care and don't forget that you are never alone in
this world. 

Stacy Kathleen Lopez
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Spanish & B.A. Sociology
Minor: Education

Hometown: Lake Elsinore, CA



No hay suficientes palabras para expresar lo agradecido que estoy por
aquellos que me han brindado apoyo, aliento, consejos y amor infinito
a lo largo de este viaje. Nada sería posible sin mis padres que me
enseñaron que hay un mundo entero más allá de las barreras, mi
hermana que navegó y continúa de triunfar en aguas desconocidas, y
una línea de todas las Mujeres fuertes que han compartido sus
experiencias y su propia fuerza. Su regalo de hermandad y compasión
es uno que siempre atesoraré.
There are not enough words to express just how thankful I am for those
that have given me the support, encouragement, advice, and endless
love throughout this journey. Nothing would be possible without my
parents who taught me that there is an entire world beyond the
barriers, my sister who navigated and continues to succeed through
uncharted waters, and a line of all the strong Mujeres that have shared
their experiences and strength of their own and passed it forward.
Their gift of sisterhood and compassion is one I will forever treasure. 

College of  Letters & Science
Major:  B.A. Political Science, Public Service & B.A. Spanish

Minor:  Chicanx Studies
Hometown: Bakersfield, CA

Stephanie (Fani) Villanueva



Trisha Gisselle Zarinana Gonzalez
College of  Agriculture & Environmental Sciences 

Major:  B.S. Animal Science & B.A. Chicana/o Studies
Minor:  Public Health Services

Hometown: Monterey, CA

I want to thank all of my friends and mentors I have gained throughout my
time at UC Davis for their love and constant support. I would not have made it

this far without all of you. Especialmente le dedico este logro a mi mama, Rosa
Gonzalez, por siempre sacarme adelante ella sola. Todas las desveladas, los

dolores de cabeza, las lagrimas, las noches que no dormiamos por trabajar y
estudiar valieron la pena mami porque soy voy a ser la primera universitaria
gracias a ti, tus sacrificios, y tus esfuerzos. Tambien le dedico este logro a mi

perrito, Elvis, porque gracias a el descrubi que queria ser veterinaria y ayudar
a muchos mas animalitos. Gracias a todos por motivarme y darme un razon de

no rendirme nunca. Los quiero mucho. 

Wendy Ruby Castillo
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Psychology & B.A. Chicanx Studies
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA

Para mi mamá y papá, ustedes llegaron con nada y me dieron todo. Soy
quien soy gracias a ustedes. No estaría aquí sin ustedes. A mis

hermanos por siempre hacerme reír y ser mi motivación para mi! A mi
Nina, quien siempre fue una inspiración para mi desde que entré a la

escuela. Thank you! ¡Lo hicimos juntos! Love you! 



Yulia Darian Larios Alcazar
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Sociology & B.A. Psychology
Hometown: Stockton, CA

No podría haberlo hecho sin las personas que me apoyaron durante
estos años. Quiero dedicarle esta celebración y diploma a mis padres

por todos los sacrificios que han hecho por mi. Gracias por su apoyo y
amor.

Yalixa Cabral Covarrubias
College of  Letters & Science

Major:  B.A. Psychology
Minor:  Religious Studies & Chicana/o Studies

Hometown: Riverside, CA

Un saludo especial para mi familia, amigos y mi niño chiquito Stitch. Sin el
apoyo de mis padres nada sera posible y todo lo que completo es para ellos, y
siempre agradezco ha dios por tener los en mi vida. Toda mi familia que me
apoyaron durante los cuarto años y especialmente mis hermanos pequeños

America, Adan, y Jenny. Y mis Tito's por qué sus llamadas siempre me
alegran el día, los quiero mucho. Y todos mis amigos que conocí durante mi

tiempo in Davis, ustedes son el razón que me enamore con esta escuela y
ciudad. Sin ustedes nada hubiera tenido sentido y siempre estuvieron ha mi
lado durante todos los tiempos buenos y malos. Los quiero y los extrañaré a

todos, espero por el día que todos son ricos y famosos. 


